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Preface
The design and construction of earthworks has a significant impact on a project both in terms of cost as well as environmental
consequences, including setting and achievement of sustainability targets. This volume focuses on recent developments in: the
suitability of materials, including the reuse of arising, for engineering or landscape purposes; soil improvement techniques;
geotechnical risk and performance, including the design response to natural and man-made hazards; measurement and mitigation of any adverse environmental impact; and asset management in the face of climate change.
The introduction of European Standards and the national annexes has brought about a review of the design codes used for
earthworks and highlighted the variations in practice between countries. The specifications for the execution of earthworks
vary considerably from one country to another; in particular because they were primarily derived from US specifications
established in the 1950s, or are based on national experience, which is often difficult to export. However the enhancement
and enlargement of the European Union has increased the need to consider professional activities beyond national
boundaries.
The 2nd International Seminar on Earthworks in Europe (2009) followed on from the inaugural event held in France in
2005. The first seminar was organized primarily to promote discussions across the European countries. Consequently it
was a natural progression to ensure that the 2nd seminar built upon these discussions to facilitate the promotion of technical
progress and to aid understanding of recent developments/issues in the design and construction of earthworks in member
states of the European Union (including new and candidate countries). It is hoped that the 2nd seminar and future events
will promote the professions of engineering geology and geotechnical engineering in the design of earthworks for transport
infrastructure Hopefully it will also encourage dialogue between earthworks professionals throughout Europe and enhance
pan-European linkages and collaboration, facilitate discourse on national practices and the establishment of European standards and encourage an increase in coordinated earthworks research in Europe.
The editor wishes to thank all those involved in the organization of the 2nd International Seminar on Earthworks in Europe.
This includes all members of the organizational and technical committees for giving their time; the thanks are also extended
to the employers of those professionals who without their backing and commitment to the profession such events would not
be possible.
Particular thanks are due to the Sessions Chairs; Alex Kidd (PIARC), Ursula Lawrence (seminar Publicity), Peter Gilbert
(BGA), Ivan Hodgson (EGGS) and Anna Morley (seminar Secretary) who aided the smooth running of the seminar, as well as
to the treasurer, Ian Duncan. To the presenters who, without them there would not have been a seminar. The authors are
thanked for showing patience during the editorial process. Recognition is due to Georgina Worrall and her staff in the Geological Society Conference Office for their assistance running the event. The editor would also like to thank Angharad Hills at
the Geological Society Publishing House and Jim Griffiths for their help in getting this Special Publication into print.
TRACEY RADFORD
Chair, 2nd International Seminar on Earthworks in Europe

